
2. Fiction – Teen Novel
THE BROKEN THREAD by Linda Smith
Fifteen-year-old Alina comes from a long line of women who have gone to serve on the 
Isle of the Weavers, and she has always dreamed of doing the same. Her older sister 
is going to inherit the farm.  She hasn’t found any boy in the village that she’s attracted 
to, like her other sister.  And she loves her 10-year-old brother, but he’s getting to be a 
pain to look after all the time.  Still, a girl must be chosen to be a weaver, and Alina’s 
already older than others were when they were called.  Then the weavers come.  Her 
dreams come true, and she’s taken to the Isle of Weaving, where the destiny of the 
world is born.  Alina enters a long period of mental/spiritual training to prepare her to be 
a weaver.  But she struggles with her trademark impatience.  To the amusement of her 
trainers, she’s anxious to begin weaving after only a few months training.
Then Alina is asked to take spools of thread to the weaving room, and she gets her first 
glimpse of the awesome tapestry, with its multitude of threads, and colours, and 
shifting patterns. Left alone for a minute, she discovers a red thread – red like her own 
hair – which is short and broken, and she impulsively takes a strand of her hair and ties 
the red thread to a tawny thread nearby. Immediately, thousands of other threads in the 
tapestry break.What has she done? The tapestry reflects what goes on in the world, as 
well as affecting events. By reconnecting a thread that was meant to be broken, she 
has caused the end of thousands of other threads/lives. She must undo what she has 
done and the story begins.
Get lost in a magical time where adventure and danger abound and the strength of our 
heroine, Alina, is put to the test.
• Coteau Books, 2008
• 304 pages, 13 X 18 cm
• $12,95  Paperback

FICTION
1. Fiction – Novel
THE BOOK OF BEASTS by Bernice Friesen
In 1965, James, a half-English, half-Irish boy, is taken by his mother on a visit home 
to her Irish village after years of alienation from her family.  She is physically and 
emotionally scarred from a car accident in which James’ little sister was killed.  Once 
home, she decides to leave her husband and stay there.  At first traumatized, James 
finally resigns himself to living there, eventually becoming close to his uncle and his 
grandmother.  His grandmother decides that James should become a priest, and he 
enters private school and then university to do so, only to lose his faith as he enters 
adulthood.
Through it all, James is deeply embittered at his father’s apparent abandonment.  
Then, as a young man, he visits his father and discovers that the man has been 
writing and sending gifts all along and has even paid for James’ education.  All of 
which his mother kept from him.  Now furious at both parents, he must try and make 
sense of his life on his own terms.  The story of Seamus (James) Wilberforce Young, 
is beautifully told, and speaks to the isolation and loss of so many children who find 
themselves in broken families and must struggle to find their way back to wholeness 
and hope.
PRIZES – Longlisted, Novel category, 2008 ReLit Awards; Winner, 2007 Fiction Book 
of the Year, Saskatchewan Book Awards; Shortlisted, Saskatoon Book Award, 2007 
Saskatchewan Book Awards; Shortlisted, Award for Publishing, 2007 Saskatchewan 
Book Awards; Listed on the Globe & Mail's "Best of the Year, 2007” as Number 1 First 
Novel
RIGHTS SOLD: French (Canada)
• Coteau Books, 2007
• 480 pages, 14 X 21,5 cm
• $21,00  Paperback 
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