
5. Fiction – Novel
RED DUST, RED SKY by Paul S. Sunga
Red Dust, Red Sky is set in southern Africa during the time of official apartheid.  
A family originally from India lives in exile in the mountainous kingdom of 
Lesotho, a tiny country entirely surrounded by South Africa itself.  The aftermath 
of the murder of a student activist at the hands of the South African police –
betrayal, the struggle for redemption and years of life underground – is the basis 
for this powerful story. The language is beautiful, the plot riveting, the characters 
vivid, edgy and humorous, full of life and eccentric energy, sexual and otherwise.
The story is told by Kokoanyana, a girl growing up in the small and closed belief 
system of rural Lesotho.  She is obsessed with discovering the story of her lost 
father, but the many “lies” her mother tells her to avoid the potentially dangerous 
truth have sensitized “Koko” to the many lies and delusions of the adults around 
her.  This is a world of concealed facts, obscure events, and phenomena only 
explicable in terms of the ancestors, Shiva, and the South African Defence Force.  
Kokoanyana’s persistent pursuit gradually unearths pieces of the puzzle.  But as 
the family’s political history reveals itself, the soldiers advance.
Paul Sunga wrote Red Dust, Red Sky after living and working in Lesotho for 
several years during the 1980s, the last years of apartheid in South Africa.  He 
has fifteen years of international experience in Southern and Eastern Africa and 
Southern Asia, primarily in the areas of public health and community 
development.
• Coteau Books, 2007
• 304 pages, 14 X 21,5 cm
• $21,00 Paperback

6. Fiction – Teen Novel
RUN LIKE JÄGER by Karen Bass
Kurt’s opa – grandfather – has never been willing to talk about his time as a 
German soldier, so Kurt has some deep concerns about what he might have done 
during the war.  He's seen the movies, like Schindler’s List, and he hopes and 
prays his grandfather couldn’t have been involved in atrocities.  Spending a year in 
Germany to do language training seems like a good chance to find out more, or at 
least to improve his German.
One day, he visits the graveyard in the town he’s staying in, just outside Berlin.  An 
old man speaks to him, calling him by his grandfather’s name, which was also Kurt 
Schreiber.  It is Herr Brandt, the elder Schreiber's life-long friend.  Kurt gets to 
know this man – the only one who can tell him all about his grandfather’s time in 
the war – because he was there.
Kurt learns about his grandfather’s childhood in the Hitler Youth and his time in the 
German army, on the Eastern Front.  Herr Brandt doesn’t try to minimize the horror 
of those times or to absolve himself of responsibility as a soldier.  But through his 
story, Kurt comes to understand how as children, and later as young men, the two 
were drawn into participation in a war based on lies.  This wonderfully written and 
carefully researched novel tells a story that illuminates history and fills in the 
texture and complexity that lie behind the bare facts.
Karen Bass has had stories published in the Canadian Writer’s Journal.  Run Like 
Jäger is her first published book.
• Coteau Books, 2008
• 288 pages, 12,5 X 18 cm
• $12,95 Paperback
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