
4. Fiction – Historical Novel

EVANGELINE & GABRIEL by Pauline Gill

This outstanding love romance by Pauline Gill is reminiscent of great works such
as Romeo and Juliet and Tristan and Iseult.

Revealed to the world by the great American poet Longfellow in his famous poem
Evangeline: A Tale of Acadie, the legend of Evangeline and Gabriel has been
sung by the Acadian people for more than two centuries. The two characters
testify to the history and pains endured by an entire people driven away from their
home and roots to satisfy the ambitions of the English conqueror. Inspired by the
legendary tale, Evangeline and Gabriel is however the results of exhaustive
research on the historic deportation of the Acadian people established along the
eastern Canadian seaboard since the early 1700s. While war raged on between
France and England, in 1755 French Acadian families were split, piled in
overcrowded boats by the English military and dispersed throughout the English
colonies in America. Readers will empathize with the horrors and despair of a
people deprived of their homeland and possessions, and the plight of the two
lovers. Will Evangeline and Gabriel’s love survive their people’s terrible tragedy?

• Lanctôt Éditeur, 2007
• 420 pages, 15 X 24 cm
• CAN $24,95 Paperback
• Over 40 000 copies sold

3. Fiction – Thriller

DRY by Barbara Sapergia

A powerful literary thriller about a frighteningly near future where myth and
adventure intersect, Dry weaves its fable around the lethal conflict between two
families.

Dry presents a world of startling images. Prairies drier than the Dirty Thirties.
Glaciers almost gone and great rivers reduced to creeks. Land emptied of
settlement from the Canadian plains right down to Texas. Crippled cities clinging to
life.

In this world, plant scientists Signy Nilsson and her brother Tomas search for a way
to reclaim the land. Their virulent enemy, Magnus Dragland, one of the oldest and
richest men on earth, tries to destroy them and steal their work.

Signy and Tomas live at Sunterra, their great-grandmother’s farm in the Old
Swedish Colony, with Signy’s twelve-year-old son, David, deaf from birth, who hears
something no one else can: the voice of the land.

Sunterra’s untouched prairie is surrounded by Dragland’s empire – almost a
hundred square miles, all of it poisoned by his attempts to tame it. After a violent
incident, Signy and David confront Dragland, and long-buried secrets are lifted out of
the dust of the past and brought into light.

PRIZE – FINALIST for the John W. Campbell Award for best Science Fiction novel
in 2007

• Coteau Books, 2005

• 240 pages, 14 X 21,5 cm

• CAN $19,95 Paperback
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