
6. Fiction – Horror Thriller

SUR LE SEUIL / ON THE THRESHOLD  by Patrick Senécal

Thomas Roy, a successful author of horror novels in Québec is interned in a
Montreal asylum after what seems to be a suicide attempt in which he horribly
mutilated himself. Roy is literally haunted by the ghostly figure of a priest who looks
like he could come out of his own writings. Dr. Lacasse, a disillusioned psychiatrist,
thinks his case rather ordinary. Then, prodded in his investigations by a journalist,
Charles Monette, Lacasse and his colleague Jeanne Marcoux quickly find
themselves on the threshold of an unfathomable abyss. Readers who enjoy strong
sensations will plunge at once into these gloomy pages.

Since 1994, Patrick Senécal has authored five profoundly unsettling novels, very
dark, whose sometimes unbearable violence reveals the worst aspects of human
beings. They are brilliantly written, with an innate feeling for suspense, constant
attention to his characters’ psychology, and without ever falling for simple-minded
machiavelianism. Sur le seuil was recently made into a feature length film in 2003
in Canada and was an unprecedented success. A US-based producer has now
exercised its 3rd option to make a Hollywood remake and launch the movie’s
international career. (Original work in French –  English-language translation
available)

RIGHTS SOLD: Italian, Polish, Russian
• ALIRE, 2003
• 448 pages, 13,5 X 22,5 cm
• CAN $27,95 Paperback
• Over 60 000 copies sold in French Canada

5. Fiction

NIKOLSKI by Nicolas Dickner

Nikolski covers ten years in the lives of three young characters, born in three
different places, thousands of kilometers apart, and seemingly different in every
way, from their lifestyle and personal history to their existential outlook. Yet,
unknowingly, the three characters belong to a single family whose missing link is
the legendary Jonas Doucet, a sailor who could never stand to be ashore, as being
on the ground inevitably made him landsick.

Over the course of the novel, the three characters converge on Montreal, where
their paths will cross again and again without ever allowing them to guess what
unites them. As it follows them along their meandering paths, the novel also turns
to a variety of themes and questions: piracy, the place of refuse in past and
present societies, family identity, fish migration, indigenism, and the nature of
destiny and ambition. All these elements come together like the pieces of a puzzle
whose meaning is revealed gradually, as all the pieces come to fit together.
(Original work in French –  English-language translation available)

PRIZES – WINNER:  The New Face of Fiction 2008; Prix Printemps des lecteurs
2007; Prix des libraires 2006; Prix littéraire des collégiens 2006; Prix Anne-Hébert
2006 (Best first book) – SHORTLIST: Governor General Award 2005; Grand Prix
littéraire Archambault; Prix Salon du livre de Montréal / La Presse – LONGLIST:
Prix France-Québec

RIGHTS SOLD: English world to Alfred A. Knopf Canad a, French ex. Canada
to Éditions Denoël, Paris
• Alto, 2005
• 328 pages, 12,5 X 20,5 cm (Original edition)
• CAN $22,95 Paperback
• Over 25 000 copies sold
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